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A Word from Our 
Pastor  

     

Do We Even Notice? 
  

On the morning that our 
cruise ship went into 

Glacier Bay in Alaska, it was so beautiful and warm 
that I wore shorts. As we looked at these huge 
rivers of ice, I stood in a t-shirt and never felt cold. A 
hundred years ago, that would not have happened 
because of a much colder climate. Two hundred 
and fifty years ago, because of what has been 
called the "Little Ice Age", I could not have cruised 
through that bay because it was under an even 
more enormous glacier that covered every 
landscape that I saw that morning.  
  
Since then the glaciers have receded dramatically. 
Muir Glacier was one of the most popular tourist 
locations in the late 1800's. Since that time, it has 
retreated approximately thirty-two kilometers, lost 
more than half of its width, and currently does not 
reach the ocean. 
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Yet much of this occurred slowly and gradually 
(from our standpoint at least). In the geological 
world, it is noticeable, but in the day-to-day, it is 
almost imperceptible. And we must intentionally and 
deliberately choose to see what we might overlook . 
. . even though not seeing might have benefits for 
us. 
  
All of this means that we have to take Climate 
Change seriously. Anchorage is experiencing its 
warmest summer in recorded history, yet for me 
that warmth made the cruise easier (although I did 
have to deal with way too many heavy clothes that I 
brought). If I'm not careful however, the ease with 
which I transitioned from "hell-fire" summer in 
Arizona to "It's-not-bad-at-all" Alaska might make 
me overlook the long-term realities of this dynamic. 
  
It is easy to ignore negative implications when 
events occur that we enjoy, or situations change 
that favor us, even if that is at another's expense. 
We all benefit from climate change, even as it 
threatens our future. 
  
Where will we find the courage to take the 
challenging steps that will allow healing to occur? 
How do we care about the future more than enjoy 
the shorts and t-shirt that make today comfortable? 
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Blessing and Missing Nancy 

Text by Diane Wilson  
Photographs by Nancy Stevenson 

   

Nancy Potts Masland can be described by her 
achievements: MeD, Ed.S (Special Education), 
winner of Katz Award for Community Service, 
educator, consultant, 
author, and sometime 
dancer of joy. But her most 
endurable description is 
one of innovator, beginner 
of things necessary. She 
founded Nancy Masland 
and Associates to offer a 
personalized educational 
consulting service and 
mentor new consultants. 
She was a co-founder of 
NAMI of Southern Arizona 
and was on the Board of 
Directors of NAMI national and advocates for those 
with mental illness. She also was a founder of 
PLAN which assists family members to design an 
estate plan for their loved ones with mental illness. 
She was Head of Green Fields School for a decade 
and was Director of Children for five years at St. 
Francis. 
  

She founded House of Heart, a group home 
for   women ages 45-60 struggling with mental 
illness and substance abuse. This program was 
designed for those women who are often turned 
away from usual treatment and support centers. 
She used her experience with her own mentally ill 
daughter to inform others of what is possible and 
necessary. 
 

She was an initiator of Sophia's Circle at St. Francis 
in the Foothills and Grandmother's Council. Both 
groups fostered the spiritual growth of women and 
continue expanding to include younger as well as 
older women. 
  

These are only lists that underlie the deeper 
meaning of who Nancy is - a compassionate and 
energized doer of good deeds. One whom we, at St 
Francis, admire and love deeply. Her compassion 
reaches into the hearts of people to encourage 
them to become the fullest human beings they can 
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be. She is one who never backs away from truth 
and the knowing of what has to be faced, named 
and moved.   
  

We will miss her and 
sometimes wonder what 
that empty space is. Then 
we will remember to carry 
on her spirit and see her 
move around the room in 
her fast-paced way to 
budge, nudge us to do that 
which we know (because 
she whispers it in our ears) 
is right. And, we have all 
confidence that she will 
carry that doing spirit to 
Omaha, and Omaha will 

never know what hit them!  

 

 

Why I Am a Methodist 
by Scott Morris 

   
I am a straight cis-gender white male who has more 
than adequate financial resources at my disposal. I 
am as privileged as a person can be in our 
American society. I do not experience the personal 
pain of exclusion and derision faced by my 
LGBTQIA+ friends, people of color, or 
undocumented people in our country. I do not have 
any family members who directly experience such 
exclusion. However, I can speak with some 
authority, because I have met and know personally 
many people from these groups. I have heard their 
stories - many, many stories. Because of the 
current struggle in the church, I will focus on what I 
have learned from the LGBTQIA+ community. 
  

This month at  
 

 
    

Sunday, August 11th,   
5:00 pm in the   

Community Center   
 

Good Night, and Good Luck 
(2005, 93 minutes, PG)  

  

When Senator Joseph McCarthy 
begins his campaign to root out 
Communists in America, CBS 

news anchor Edward R. Murrow 
(David Strathairn) dedicates 

himself to exposing the atrocities 
being committed by McCarthy's 

Senate "Investigation.  
 

Co-starring George Clooney (who 
also directed), Patricia Clarkson, 

and Robert Downey Jr. 
  

  
 

We will start with a potluck 
dinner, so please bring an entree, 

salad or side dish to share.  
 

Drinks and desserts will be 
provided.  

 

The movie will begin at 5:30 pm.   



Currently, The United Methodist Church is more 
widely identified by the solidifying of the its official 
position excluding people based on their sexual 
orientation or gender identity. This position has 
actually been in place for a long time. During the 
1970's and 80's, additions were made to the 
Discipline, which details the laws and practices of 
the church, which included statements such as 
"incompatibility of homosexuality and Christian 
teaching", prohibitions against gay marriage, and 
rules against ordination of gay clergy. This year 
(2019), actions were taken to crack down on the 
increasingly large numbers of churches, pastors 
and bishops who were disavowing, ignoring and 
breaking these prohibitions. This has caused many 
in the UMC to question their faith and their church. 
Yet I still have great love for and belief in the 
Methodist Church and would like to share some 
reasons why. I will leave out the word "United" to 
clarify that what I mean by Methodist is not the 
same as the current stance the institutional church 
is taking.  
  
I believe in what the Methodist Church stands 
for:  
  
1) The stated mission of the church is "To make 
Disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation 
of the world". 
  
I believe that we need to make more Disciples of 
Jesus - people who will love and care in every way 
for everyone. Jesus taught and demonstrated 
through his own actions that every life has value, 
and that no one should be excluded - particularly 
those who were being left out because they didn't fit 
the accepted picture of proper behavior, proper 
belief and self-sufficiency. 
  
I believe that the world needs transformation and 
that the best way to do so is through what Jesus 
taught and lived. 
  
I believe that it is not an impossible task to 
transform the world.  
  
I believe that people can change. Over the past 30 
years I have changed. I am not nearly as bigoted 

 
 

 
 

Elder Circle . . .   
The Wisdom Journey   

Friday, August 9th,   
10:00 am in Ravenscroft Hall 

  
Join us for discussion on living, 

dying and our legacies.   
  

Newcomers are always 
welcome! 

 
  

 
  

Refugee 101: Info Night 
Thursday, August 29th,   

5:30 - 7:30 pm   
Habitat for Humanity   

3501 N. Mountain Ave.   
  

Gain knowledge about the 
struggles and successes of new 

Americans.   
  

*Who is a Refugee, Asylee or an 
Immigrant? 

  
*Why do these people help the 

U.S. and actually strengthen our 
country's security?   

  
*How do you welcome a refugee 
family into your neighborhood?   

  
Please RSVP to 440-0100.   

 
  



and clueless about sexual orientation and gender 
identity as I once was.  
  
I believe in the Methodist Church's 
interpretation of Jesus' teachings:  
  
2)The slogan of the church is "Open Hearts, Open 
Minds, Open Doors" 
  
I believe that this slogan is a practical restating of 
Jesus' admonition from the scriptures and that all 
the teachings of our faith can be summarized in:  
  
-   Loving God with all our hearts, souls, minds and 
strength  
  
-   Loving our neighbor as ourselves 
  
Jesus made it clear that we cannot exclude any 
group of people from being our neighbors. 
  
I believe that the Methodist church has a 
structure that gives us an effective way to work 
together to love our neighbors and to transform 
the world: 

   

3) John Wesley, the founder of the Methodist 
Church, put in place practical ways to live out this 
mission and slogan by creating a system to link 
people together in mission, regardless of personal 
opinions and theological differences. What has 
come of this is a powerful way to live out our 
mission, with good tools, and to make decisions 
using scripture, tradition, experience and reason. 
We are now able to connect congregations around 
the globe, helping them to practice what Jesus 
taught and supporting each other to be more open 
and effective. 
  
I personally am not willing to ignore these central 
tenants of our faith, or to allow for any group of 
people to be excluded from our churches. To do 
this is to deny Jesus. 
  
I previously wrote an argument stating why I was 
glad that the One Church Plan did not pass. It had 
parts that were unacceptable. Together, we must 
repudiate all language and practice which demeans 
or excludes any group of people, and in the new  

 
Join the St. Francis Team!  

We are currently hiring for a 
Sunday Caregiver for children   

0 - 5 years of age. 
  

This is a paid position.  
 

Hours are Sundays from 8:30 am 
to 11:00 am or 12:00 pm 

depending on adults’ participation 
in church activities such as  

Adult Education.   
We prefer applicants to be 21 
years of age or older and have 
experience with young children. 
Applicants must either have a 

current background check or be 
willing to submit to one.   

  

For more information, please 
contact the Church Office            

at 299-9063.  

 
The new Fall Sunday School 
program will start on Sunday, 

September 8th.  
 

Stay tuned for more information! 
  

We will continue on our current 
summer schedule through the 

month of August.   
  

We are currently looking for 
volunteers to teach   

Sunday School.  
 

For more information, please 
contact Sue Gemoets at  

texconn@aol.com  



 
church which is coming to be, I pray we find as 
many ways as possible to work with those who 
cannot yet include everyone. There can be no 
transformation of the world without close contact 
between all the players - no matter how we 
currently feel about each other. 
  
Remember, Jonah didn't want to go to Nineveh 
either. 
  

 

 

It Really Does Take A Village   

  
When a new family arrived after the Sunday service 
started last week, a member of our church 
introduced herself, asked about them and kindly 
offered them a bulletin. How did the Welcome Team 
know they had made a difference? It's a small world 
because the new family shared their first impression 
with another St. Francis member and now wants to 
come back!  
 
Did you know that about 70% of first time church 
visitors never return and they generally know within 
the first 3 to 8 minutes if they will? Did you also 
know that one of the most common complaints of 
first time visitors is that no one greeted or 
acknowledged them?   
  
How can you help welcome visitors? 
The following is a list of ways congregations can 
love any and all who walk through our doors. This 
list is adapted from the book Now Go Forward by J. 
David Eschelman.   

  Weekly Breakfasts 

   

Sophia's Circle  
Women's Group 

Wednesdays, 6:45 - 7:30 am 
Ravenscroft Hall   

  

   
Chrysalis  

Men's Round Table  
Thursdays, 7:00 - 8:00 am  

Ravenscroft Hall  
  

Newcomers are  
always welcome!  

 
Come join our  

Joy and Wisdom  
Discussion Group 

meeting on the 1st and 3rd 
Fridays of every month at 1:00 

pm in  
the San Francisco Room 
(Church Office building). 

 
We discuss many different topics, 

from books by progressive 
Christian authors to DVD 

programs and much more.  
 

For more information, contact  
Joyce at 404-1691. 



• Every church constituent is a host, not a 
guest, and making visitors feel welcome is 
primarily the responsibility of each of us. 

• The most important person for a visitor to 
talk to in order to feel at home is you. It's not 
the pastor or the greeter, but a regular 
attendee.  

• Treat first time visitors as guests of God, 
not strangers. 

• Smile - ask questions and take the initiative 
to make conversation. 

• Learn people's names, remember them and 
welcome them back. 

• Greet children at their level and make them 
feel special. 

• Invite new people to sit with you or help 
them find seating that suits their family's 
needs. 

No matter who you are,   

no matter where you are on life's journey, 

 you are welcome here! 

Love is the spirit of St. Francis -   

CHOOSE LOVE. 

  

                 - Nancy Stevenson and Diane Everhart 

                   Welcome Team Co-Leaders 

 

 
  

Recommended Reads 
 

 

With summer quickly coming to a close, the Library 
for Peace would like to remind everyone that we 
have a large collection of children's books. 
  
Here are just a few:   

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

This is one of our most 
important ministries -   

  

Nurture & Care Team  
  

Beginning in September, we 
need volunteers to help us grow 

in number so that we can 
adequately care for our 

congregation.   
  

Would you be willing to:   
  

*Sending weekly greeting cards 
to those in our congregation   

who need them? 

.   
*Make phone calls to members of 
our congregation who are unable 
to make it to church, or who need 
someone to reach out to them?    

  
*Visit members of our 

congregation who are home 
bound, in the hospital, or for 

whatever reason are unable to 
leave their home?   

  
If you can spare a few hours 

during the week to let members 
of our St. Francis family  

 know we care, please contact   
Melissa at 299-9063.   

 
 

 
 

  



Tucson Charlie Lost in the Zoo 
and Tucson Charlie Lost in the 
Desert are two delightful books 
about the adventures of 
Charlie the dog. Charlie, a 
Chihuahua-Corgi mix, is a real-
life Adopt-A Pet inspiration for 
these books. Charlie's owner is 
our own Nancy Wilkinson, 
teacher, artist and illustrator of 

both these books. The story by Art Verity is written 
in both Spanish and English and presented in a 
Flip-Over Book format, which creates an interactive 
language learning tool. A truly great gift from Nancy 
for our library and something you should check out 
soon!    
  

Two additional children's book that are also 
wonderful additions to our 
collection are:   
  

And Tango Makes Three 
written by Justin 
Richardson and Peter 
Parnell, illustrated by 
Henry Cole is based on a 
true story of two male 
penguins at the Central Park Zoo in New York City. 
These two penguins paired up and performed all 
the rituals of a loving couple including child rearing! 
When attempts to hatch a rock fail, a zookeeper 
steps in to save the day. This love story between 
Roy and Silo is a treasure!   
  

And finally, Last Week 
Tonight with John Oliver 
presents: A Day in the Life 
of Marlon Bundo written by 
Jill Twiss with illustrations 
by EG Keller. This is a 
satirical all-inclusive 
counterpoint book to Vice 
President Mike Pence's 
book about his real-life pet 

Marlon Bundo. Full of laughs and bunny antics, this 
is a wonderful book for both young and old.   
  

                                                      - Scott Doty  
                                                Library Volunteer  
 

  

SAVE THE DATE  

Play it Forward Golf Classic  
Friday November 15 at Omni 

Tucson National. Special early 
bird pricing ends September 1st. 

See our website for details. 
icstucson.org/events 

  

JOIN US FOR EAT. DRINK. 
GIVE 

  Let's "stomp out" poverty!         
A collaborative fundraiser with 

Arizona Youth Partnership, 
Sample delectable bites from 
local restaurants and sip local 

wines, craft beer and 
beverages.       Friday, November 
1, 6:30-9:30 pm at Colonial Plaza 
Colonial, 2870 E. Skyline Drive. 
Tickets start at $40, available 
July 26. For more information 

visit icstucson.org or 
eatdrinkbegiving.com 

  

Volunteer Opportunities 

Transportation/Van Drivers 
Needed in all areas!     

If you are available to provide 
rides to home bound seniors, our 
transportation program is flexible, 

fun and offers mileage 
reimbursement. Use your own 
car or drive one of our Care-A-

Vans. Drivers needed for all 
areas of town. 

For all of these needs and more, 
contact Tori Carlson at 
tcarlson@icstucson.org              

or 520-526-9308.     

  



 
   

The Library for Peace is open  
Sunday mornings from 9:00 am - 12:30 pm 

  
Check us out - literally!  

  

  
 

 

 
 

 
 

The pastor would appreciate it if the ladies  
of the Congregation would lend him their 
electric girdles for the pancake breakfast 

next Sunday.    
  

- from Church Bulletin Bloopers 
Just-One-Liners.com   

   
  

 

 

From the Editor 

 
 
 
Dear Reader,  

 
    I hope you've enjoyed this 
month's newsletter. I'm always 
interested in submissions that 
have to do with the people, 
ministries, and activities of St. 
Francis. If you have something 
you'd like to share, please email 
your ideas to:   

mmitchell@stfrancisumc.org 
 

Please be aware that the cut-
off date for accepting articles 
and photographs for the 
September 2019 newsletter is 
Friday, August 23rd.   
 
Anything submitted after that 
date, and without prior 
communication may not be 
included. 
 
 
  

  

 

 

 

 


