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A Word from Our 
Pastor    

          

Wow!     

  

The last month has been 
wonderful . . . and 

wonderfully challenging as, finally, we begin to see 
movement on the pathway to the "Enlightened" 
Methodist Church. Two conferences met that 
focused on the future in front of us - UM Forward 
and UM Next. Both took steps forward; neither could 
definitively define the complete process . . . yet. 
  
At St. Francis we also struggled with what to do in 
this crucial moment. Our Church Council took the 
bold step of proclaiming our desire to move forward 
as they voted our intention to disaffiliate from the 
larger church. This doesn't mean that it will happen 
tomorrow - the process lasts at least a year - but it 
does speak loudly and clearly that St. Francis is 
looking toward the future, not the past. 
  
The Something New committee gave words to that 
vote with the following statement: 
  

St. Francis in the Foothills United Methodist Church 
has a long and enduring commitment to inclusivity  
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and social justice. We reaffirm our stance as a 
Reconciling church as we have been for more than 
30 years. 
  
We cannot in good conscience remain in the United 
Methodist Church as defined by the General 
Conference 2019. We dream of a Methodist church 
that embraces unconditional love for all of God's 
children. This moment calls all of us to create a new 
vision of Methodism.  
  
We invite all of the St. Francis community to 
participate in the process of exploring disaffiliation 
with this iteration of the United Methodist Church 
and to dream what the next more inclusive version of 
the local, regional, and global church can and will 
be. 

  
  

In response to that, Bishop Bob Hoshibata came and 
met with the Church Council, the Something New 
committee and the Reconciling Committee on 
Tuesday, May 28th. 
  
I love how you have already changed our larger 
church! They heard you . . . as they have heard you 
in the past . . . and once again they are listening to 
the prophetic St. Francis voice calling them forward. 
  
Keep being bold! Keep speaking loudly! Keep 
changing this world! 
 

 

  
  
  

 
 
 

              

 

  
Membership Information,   

Prayer Requests: 
(520)299-9063, Ext.101 

  
Room Reservations:    

 (520)299-9063, Ext.101 
  

International School for 
Peace 

(520)299-8908 
  

 FOR PASTORAL HELP 
Reverend Jim Wiltbank  
(520)299-9063, Ext. 106 

  
  

 

 The Desert 
Southwest 

Conference of the 
UMC 

  

 Resident Bishop  
  Robert Hoshibata 

(602)266-6956 
  

District Superintendent 
Rev. Mark Conrad 

(520)325-2775  
  

South District Lay Leader  
Maritza Velazquez  

(520)285-6928 

  



 
 
 

 
 
 
  

 
Tucson Charlie Lost in the Zoo  
Tucson Charlie Lost in the Desert.  
Children's picture/story books written by Art Verity,  
Illustrated by Nancy Wilkinson 
 
Spiritual Gems of Islam by Imam Jamal Rahman. 
 
Stories Tell What Can't be Told: My Story  
by E. Reid Gilbert.  
 
Valley Studio: More Than a Place,  
compiled by E. Reid Gilbert and Jeff Lambdin 
 
Kitchen Table Wisdom: Stories That Heal  
by Rachel Naomi Remen, M.D. 
 
When Chickenheads Come Home to Roost  
by Joan Morgan 
 
Afterlife Interrupted: Helping Stuck Souls Cross Over 
by Father Nathan G. Castle, OP 
 
Becoming by Michelle Obama 
 
The Fourth Gospel: Tales of a Jewish Mystic  
by John Shelby Spong 
  
 Mean Spirit  by Linda Hogan 

 

 
 

1 Bruce Simon 
1 Bill Monk   
2 Don Gest 
2 Tanya Glover 
2 Jim Wiltbank  
3 Loti Gest 
5 Al Cox  
5 Patricia George 
7 Douglas Robson 
7 Mary Sue Schusky 
8 Katarina Leon 
8 Kristen Cameron 
9 Earl Mason 
9 Margie Olson 
11 Linda Van Pelt  
12 Jan Parker  
12 Beth Haas  
12 Peg Flaherty 
12 Nancy Garcia  
13 Ian Holehan  
15 Rebecca Hogle  
16 Jim Bowen    
17 Shannon Morrison   
17 Deborah Monroe  
18 Patty Fallwell-Bowers 
19 Warren Strubbe  
19 Hans Huth   
19 Larry Dyer  
21 Craig Wunderlich   
21 Carolyn Watts 
22 Pat Daniell  
22 Marianne Schloss  
22 Sheena Sweeney   
24 Dani Kacer   
26 Steven Dvorak 
26 Rosie Meyer 
27 John Wilson     
27 Vicki Crutchfield  
28 Jane Merrifield-Beecher 
30 Charlie Cooper   

  



Why not relax in our 
air-conditioned library 
with a book or 
magazine? 
Bring your kids to our 
Children's Library.   
Pick up some DVD's 
for movie night(s). 
With all that we have 
to choose from, we're 
pretty sure the time 
will fly! 
 

Check us out - literally! 
 

The Library for Peace is open most Sunday 
mornings  

from 9:00 to 12:30 pm.  
We are open during the week, but hours vary. 

 Please call 299-9063 for availability.  

 
 

 

    
Gun Violence Prevention   

and the United Methodist Church 

  
by Pam Simon 

  
When mass shootings happen, almost always it is 
the faith community that responds to give comfort 
and support. Our nation is facing an epidemic of gun 
violence and the United Methodist Desert Southwest 
Conference is responding, not only with prayers and 
aid, but also with action.  

 
 

Welcome to   
St. Francis in the Foothills! 

We're glad you're here!  
  

St. Francis' Welcome Team  
asks you to please remember: 

  
  * Wear your name tags. 

  
* Greet visitors and those you 

don't know. In fact, why not just 
greet everyone?! 

  
 * Sign the Ritual of Participation 

books every Sunday. Let us 
know if you're new, visiting, or 

visiting with a member.   
  

 Welcome everyone   
because 

everyone is welcome!    
  

 

St. Francis in the Foothills 
Adult Education  
Summer 2019 

 

   

   
God is Reality Personified,  

Not A Person 

Sunday, June 9th,   
10:30 am in the   

Community Center   

  



Our Bishop, Robert T. Hoshibata, who leads the 
Desert Southwest Conference, called on church 
members to take action after one of the deadliest 
mass shootings in our country's history in which 59 
people were killed and 515 were injured. The church 
was there with donations of blood, supplies, food 
and water as well as giving emotional support. 

However, we must also be a voice for change to end 
these senseless tragedies. The Rev. Susan Henry-
Crowe, Executive of the United Methodist Board of 
Church and Society, has called on her fellow 
churchgoers to work to prevent such tragedies. 

"Christ calls us to be peacemakers, which is why - 
along with our prayers - we must work to end gun 
violence," she said  "To do nothing is to be complicit 
in this seemingly endless terror.” 

There are many ways we at St. Francis can be 
involved. The Desert Southwest Conference has 
formed a Gun Violence Prevention Task Force 
headed by Billie Fidlin, Director of Outreach 
Ministries for the conference. If this is something you 
feel called to be involved with, please let Pam Simon 
or Pastor Jim Wiltbank know. 

June is Gun Violence Awareness Month and we 
Wear Orange to raise awareness about gun 
violence. Orange is the color that Hadiya 
Pendleton's friends wore in her honor after she was 
shot and killed in Chicago at the age of 15, just one 
week after performing at President Obama's second 
inaugural parade in 2013. Orange is the color 
hunters wear that alerts others to not shoot.    

 

 

Hadiya Pendleton  

On Sunday, June 9th, please wear something 
orange to church. St. Francis will be joining 
congregations across America in honoring the 
more than 100 lives cut short and the hundreds 
more wounded by gun violence everyday. 

 

Backed by a stunning collage 
blending nature and spiritual 

images, in this DVD, 
evolutionary theologian Michael 

Dowd presents his view that 
God is not a supernatural being, 

but rather a mythic 
personification of Reality.   

  
This lecture provides the 
introduction to the 8-week 
series, Pro-Future Faith.   

 

 
June 16 - August 4 

10:30 am in the   
Community Center  

     
Featuring eco-theologian, author 

and TEDx speaker, Rev. 
Michael Dowd, ProFuture Faith 
is a dynamic eight-session DVD 
and internet-based course that 
bridges the gap between head 
and heart, science and faith. 

  

Weekly Breakfasts 
 

   

 
Sophia's Circle  
Women's Group 

Wednesdays,   
6:45 - 8:00 am   

in Ravenscroft Hall    

  



  
Sunday, June 9th,   

5:00 pm in the Community Center   
 

 June is LGBTQ Pride Month!   
To celebrate, join us for the documentary -     

  
Before You Know It   

(Documentary, 2013, 112 minutes, NR)  
  

The subjects of Before You Know It are no ordinary 
senior citizens. They are go-go booted bar-hoppers, 
love-struck activists, trouble-making baton twirlers, 

late night Internet cruisers, 
seasoned renegades and 

bold adventurers. They are 
also among the estimated 

2.4 million lesbian, gay and 
bisexual Americans over 

the age of 55 in the United 
States, may of whom face 

heightened levels of 
discrimination, neglect and 
exclusion. But Before You 
Know It is not a film about 
cold statistics and gloomy 
realities. It's a film about 
generational trailblazers 

who have surmounted prejudice and defied 
expectation to form communities of strength, 

renewal and camaraderie.   
  

An affirmation of life and human resilience told with 
humor and candor, Before You Know It confirms that 

you are never too old to reshape society.   
  

We will start at 5:00 pm with a Potluck dinner.   
Please bring a main dish, salad or side dish.   

Drinks and desserts will be provided.   
  

The movie will at 5:30 pm, discussion to follow. 

  
 

 
 

   
Chrysalis  

Men's Round Table  
Thursdays,    

7:00 - 8:00 am  
in Ravenscroft Hall  

  
Newcomers are  

always welcome!   

  
For information about these 

groups, please call the Church 
Office at (520)299-9063.   

 
  

 
 

   
 

Elder Circle . . .  
The Wisdom Journey.  

A safe, respectful place to 
harvest your life 

Friday, June 14th,  
10:00 - 11:30 am  

in Ravenscroft Hall.  
  

Elder Circles is a project of the 
Center for Community Dialogue,  

Our Family Services.  
  

Newcomers are always 
welcome! 

  



 

Shop with Scrip has got everything you need  
to make summer a whole lot easier! 

Going on vacation?  
 

We've got handy gift cards for:  

*Car rentals (Avis, Budget etc.)  

*Hotels (Comfort Inn & Suites, Econo Lodge, Four 
Points, Fairmont Hotels, Hyatt Hotels,   

Hilton Hotels, and more!) 

*Gas cards (ARCO, Exxon, Mobil, Shell etc.) 

*Cruises (Carnival, Celebrity, Princess)  

*Restaurants (too many to print here!) 

and of course STARBUCKS!  

Staying home?  
 

*Movie theaters (AMC, Cinemark, Cineplex Odeon, 
 Century, Regal)  

*Restaurants (Too many to name!) 
  

*Music (I-Tunes, Barnes & Noble, Amazon) 
  

*Ice cream & sweet treats (Dairy Queen, Cold Stone 
Creamery,  The Cheesecake Factory) 

  
  

Looking for more ways to help St. Francis?    
  

*Our Food Pantry can always use grocery gift cards 
- especially from Walmart where we have found we 

can buy a lot more for less!   
  

 

On the third Thursday of every 
month, St. Francis hosts  

TIHAN's Poz Cafe.  
  

This event provides people living 
with HIV an opportunity to get 

out, meet positive people,  
and enjoy a delicious lunch.  

 

People living with HIV and one 
guest (18 or older) are invited.  

All attending the café are asked 
to honor the highest standard  

of confidentiality.  
 

To attend Poz Café,  
please RSVP by the Monday 

before the lunch by contacting a 
Link Specialist volunteer at 

linkvolunteer@tihan.org or call 
520-299-6647 (ext. 205).  

Limited transportation is also 
available for this event.  

Please call to find out more. 
 

If you are interested in 
representing St. Francis as a 

volunteer, please contact  
Karen Sparks at  

raykaren55@msn.com  

 
 Gifts of Love   

Summer School Supply Drive 
  

Now through July 26th, ICS will 
be collecting school supplies 
and backpacks for families in 
need for the upcoming school 
year. For more information, 

contact Stella Ede at   
sede@icstucson.org   

or call (520)526-9304.   



* This summer, our hardworking Facilities team will 
be doing repair work all around the campus. They 
can definitely use gift cards to Home Depot and/or 

Lowe's to purchase needed supplies.   
  

* And don't forget the amazing Library for Peace!   
Your donations of Amazon gift cards can help us 

purchase supplies and new inventory for our   
ever-expanding collection.   

  

For more information,  
contact Lorelei Neiburger 
at loreleikacz@gmail.com 

or stop by the Scrip table on Sundays.   

 

 

 

  
Dear Reader, 
   
I hope you've enjoyed 
this months 
newsletter. I'm always 
interested in any 
submissions  that 
have to do with the 
people, ministries and 
activities of St. Francis 
in the Foothills. If you have something you'd like to 
share, please send it to 
mmitchell@stfrancisumc.org. 

For the July 2019 newsletter, the final date for 
submissions is Friday, June 21st.     

  
Anything submitted after that date  

may not be included. 

  

  
Volunteers Needed:   

  
Eastside Food Pickup 

Drive the ICS van to grocery 
stores in the mornings to pick up 
food donations on the east side 
of town, and deliver to the ICS 
Eastside office. Must be able to 
load boxes up to 50 lbs. This is 
an early morning opportunity!   

  
Transportation Drivers 

Needed!   
 If you are available or know 
someone who is, and can 

provide rides to home bound 
seniors, our transportation 

program is flexible, fun and has 
mileage reimbursement 

available. You can also do 
grocery shopping, phone calls, 

visits and more. Drivers are 
needed for all areas of town.  

  
For information about these and 
more openings, please contact 

Tori Carlson at 
tcarlson@icstucson.org   
or call (520)526-9308.   

  

 
 

"Next Thursday, there will be 
tryouts for the choir.   

They need all the help   
they can get. " 

  
- from Church Bulletin Bloopers 

Just-One-Liners.com 

 

Spirit of St. Francis Staff 
Editor/Writer: Melissa Mitchell 
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