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A Word from Our Pastor

Last year at this time, we had
made our way into Lent, the
season of preparation that looks
forward to Easter and the great
promise that day celebrates. We
still haven’t found our way out of
that more difficult season and into
the "New Life" that we hold to be
the truth, but we're getting there -

cautiously . . . carefully . . . and a bit grumpily.

Bob Hoshibata, the Bishop of our Desert Southwest Conference,
wrote a letter this week that holds both expectation and direction
for us as we continue this long, challenging period of waiting.
I share it here with all of you, for it gives hints of the new life we
seek in and around COVID, as well as guidance as we continue
our journey together.
 
Be strong my friends. Hope continues to sing the beautiful song
of new life.

Coronavirus Update from
Bishop Bob Hoshibata

It has been a very difficult year for us
all. With the advent of vaccines and an
organized protocol for distribution of
vaccines that continues to be
improved, we feel like we are now on
the way out of the uncertainty and the
danger that we have endured. There
are days when we feel like we are
taking tiny steps forward. And yet I
write this with caution and concern for
your safety because every day there is
new information about the challenges
of COVID-19.

Recently I was fortunate to receive my second vaccination. What



I do not know for sure is whether I am fully protected from
COVID-19 as I hope I am. Therefore, although I am dreaming of
being with others (especially my children and grandchildren), I
will not yet disregard safety measures. Most of all, I wear two
masks when in public and I avoid medium- and large-sized in-
person gatherings. I realize that the danger of contracting and/or
transmitting the virus is not yet past us.
 
Another concern is that there are striking inequities around the
availability of the vaccine. Not all persons are yet eligible to
receive it, some cannot medically tolerate the vaccines, while
others will choose not to receive it. Access to technology to
schedule an appointment and transportation to travel to a
vaccine site remain an issue for some. New variants of the virus
present new challenges and danger. Transmission of the virus
may still be possible even if you have been vaccinated, so in the
community at large, and in our churches, we must continue to be
vigilant in observing safety precautions even if you, yourself,
have completed your vaccine regimen.
 
While the CDC has issued new recommendations for persons
who have been fully vaccinated which relax some restrictions,
these guidelines can change with the discovery of new
information about COVID-19. For this reason, we must continue
to be patient and do our part to protect those among us who are
still vulnerable.
 
I remind us all that the Desert Southwest Conference remains
very cautious. For all church in-person gatherings, wear masks
even if you have been vaccinated. Please keep to the guidelines
in the DSC Phases Chart, including the maximum allowable
numbers, distancing, and refraining from congregational singing.
Track the COVID-19 statistics for your area. Our churches are
places where COVID-19 can easily spread if we are not diligent.
All DSC churches are required to abide by your Comprehensive
Re-opening plan.
 
This may sound like a broken record, but even if you have
completed your vaccine regimen, please continue to:
 

Take precautions in public like wearing a well-fitted mask
and physical distancing
Wear masks, practice physical distancing, and adhere to
other prevention measures when visiting with unvaccinated
people who are at increased risk for severe COVID-
19 disease or who have an unvaccinated household
member who is at increased risk for severe COVID-19
disease
Wear masks, maintain physical distance, and practice other

https://dscumc.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9db7fbcbc4fc008363e3d8253&id=877930b681&e=e15c84f4e9
https://dscumc.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9db7fbcbc4fc008363e3d8253&id=afd086b75f&e=e15c84f4e9
https://dscumc.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9db7fbcbc4fc008363e3d8253&id=c179d6b129&e=e15c84f4e9


prevention measures when visiting with unvaccinated
people from multiple households
Avoid medium- and large-sized in-person gatherings
Get tested if experiencing COVID-19 symptoms
Follow guidance issued by individual employers

On behalf of the DSC COVID-19 Response Team, I offer my
prayers for your health and safety. I give thanks for the laity and
clergy who have been searching for God’s wisdom for all of us as
we move cautiously, and hopefully steadfastly toward an end of
the pandemic.

Thursday, April 1st at 7:00 pm

Maundy Thursday commemorates
the Last Supper. Join Pastor Jim
online on Zoom for readings songs,
sharing time and Communion.

Listen to the Sigh of the Soul
Gospel of Thomas 62, 67

Go to: https://www.stfrancisinthefoothills.org/holy-week

Friday, April 2nd at 7:00 pm

Good Friday commemorates the
crucifixion of Jesus. Join Pastor
Jim online on Zoom as he
broadcasts live from the fire pit.

After the Good Friday Service

Pastor Jim will leave the Zoom Room open until Sunday Sunrise
service so
that people can come “meet around the fire” to talk.

Silence Speaks in the Heart
Gospel of Thomas 18

Go to: https://www.stfrancisinthefoothills.org/holy-week

https://dscumc.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=9db7fbcbc4fc008363e3d8253&id=f91da2fbcb&e=e15c84f4e9
https://www.stfrancisinthefoothills.org/holy-week
https://www.stfrancisinthefoothills.org/holy-week


Sunday, April 4th at 5:45 am

Join Pastor Jim online on Zoom as he broadcasts live from the fire
pit to celebrate the dawning of the new day - and learning how to
listen again.

Listen
Gospel of Thomas 97

Go to: https://www.stfrancisinthefoothills.org/holy-week

Sunday, April 4th 

Join us for our prerecorded Easter Sunday Celebration:

Accepting, Receiving, Absorbing, Engaging, Enlarging, Converting,
and Transforming.

God Is Singing
Gospel of Thomas 22

Go to: https://www.stfrancisinthefoothills.org/holy-week

https://www.stfrancisinthefoothills.org/holy-week
https://www.stfrancisinthefoothills.org/holy-week


After moving to Tucson in 1979, Carolyn Isaman
was planning to move back to her childhood town
and be closer to family in Ohio. She began
organizing last year but her move got postponed
due to COVID. Carolyn finally bought a ticket for a
flight to Mount Vernon in March and began
packing her house of 27 years.
 
Carolyn’s last challenge was her greatest when she
had a terrible fall a few weeks ago and was sent to
the hospital. Unable to finish her packing from
rehab, loving members of the congregation and
Care Team went to work. There were twelve
people who played an instrumental role to help with her
transition and they spent four intense days to organize and pack
her pod. Carolyn generously wanted any extra furniture to go to
Iskashitaa Refugee Network.
 
A big thank you and much gratitude goes to the following people
for their many hours to help Carolyn:
 

·        Laurel, Rick, Katie and Zoey Burrows
·        David and Susan Davies

·        Pat Fox
·        Jamie Holehan
·        Sheri Houston
·        Ginny Jones
·        Doris Morris

·        Nancy Stevenson

The St. Francis Care Team definitely and constantly
lives up to its name!

Aside from helping pack up Carolyn Isaman's house, they also
met at the church to put together fifteen Easter baskets to take to
some in our family who are sick and unable to leave their homes

(pandemic not withstanding!).

Care Team members, words can't convey how much



we appreciate you.
You embody the St. Francis way of being with your

continual help, service and love.
Thank you all!

Love among the Easter Baskets!
L to R: Harlow Sires, Sheri Houston, Susan Davies

Our Facilities Department couldOur Facilities Department could
use your help!use your help!

We know you've heard about our Church Spruce Up Days
but maybe they have fallen on days or at times that just
didn't work for you. Well, you don't have to worry because
we have plenty of simple tasks that you can do anytime that
would really help our Facilities Department.

The weather is so gorgeous right now and our Facilities
Department is working hard to get a lot of outdoor work
done before the heat of summer sets in. Steve has provided
a list of tasks that anyone can do - whenever they wish.
Here they are:

1. Refinish benches
2. Refurbish the wooden SF sign at Swan and River Roads



3. Clean out and wipe down Community Center Kitchen
Cabinets
4. Spread Mulch in different areas on campus
5. Help with painting projects
6. Cut down all the Desert Broom
7. Create a stone border around the area where the blue
tables are, located just East of the Community Center
8. Any weeding behind the schools back perimeter
9. Help with creating the Zen Garden area
10. Clean and clear-coat campus signage
11. Weed the medians in the parking lots
12. Check Blue Chairs and tables in Community Center for
missing screws

Simple, right? Do a little or a lot. Anything will be a
tremendous help. All you have to do is contact Steve at
520-299-9063, Ext. 103 or email facilities@stfrancisumc.org
and let him know which task(s) you'd like to work on. He
will be able to give you all the information and find out what
times, days etc. will work for you, as well as what tools or
materials you will need.

As always, we so appreciate everything you do to help St.
Francis. We couldn't do what we do without you!

On Saturday, April 10th, the Pima County Justice for All team
will be hosting a signature collection event from 9am- 3pm in the
St. Francis church parking lot. Justice for All is a 2022 ballot
initiative that is looking to provide universal representation for
indigent families in Pima County that are going through
deportation proceedings. The signature gathering event will be
“drive-thru” style with limited contact because of COVID.
There will be wipes to disinfect boards, new pens that will be
given out to each signer, and volunteers will be masked with
gloves. Everyone is highly encouraged to wear a mask.

mailto:facilities@stfrancisumc.org


For more information about the initiative, please visit our
website at: www.pimacountyjusticeforall.org

You can also call our office at 520-203-8099 or email us at:
pimajusticeforall@gmail.com with any questions!

If you signed our 2020 petition but have not yet signed the 2022
one, we need you to do so! Our signatures from last February do
not carry over. 

LOSS, GRIEF, AND TRANSFORMATION

Wednesdays May 5th and May 12th,
4:00 - 5:30 pm on Zoom

This two-part class is being offered jointly by the
St. Francis Stephen Ministers and Mental Health Ministry.

The class presenter will be Frank Williams,
a long time pastor and friend to St. Francis 

During this pandemic year, LOSS has been a constant.
It has pervaded our lives in many ways - some large, some small.

As we experience loss, we GRIEVE emotionally, physically,
spiritually, cognitively and behaviorally. This is a journey that can

tear us apart or TRANSFORM us. Please join this series to help
understand loss and grief, how we can be transformed by it, and

what we can do to support ourselves and others.

Registration for the classes will be provided through the
St. Francis website soon.

Climate Blessing

We Hold the Earth

We hold brothers and sisters who suffer from storms and
droughts intensified by climate change.

We hold all species that suffer.

http://www.pimacountyjusticeforall.org/
mailto:pimajusticeforall@gmail.com


We hold world leaders delegated to make decisions for life.

We pray that the web of life may be mended through courageous
actions to limit carbon emissions.

We pray for right actions for adaptation and mitigation to help
our already suffering earth community.

We pray that love and wisdom might inspire my actions and our
actions as communities . . .
so that we may, with integrity, look into the eyes of brothers and
sisters and all beings and truthfully say, we are doing our part to

care for them and the future of the children.

May love transform us and our world with new steps toward life.

Shared by the St. Francis Green Team

www.stfrancisinthefoothills.org

STAY CONNECTED
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