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12/1 Irene Walden 

12/3 Kate Storie 

12/4 Joyce Abbe 

12/7 Ann Rau 

12/9 Sam Turner 

12/11 Judith Holt 
12/11 Lee Vought 
12/13 Dean Moore 

12/13 Kathleen Faller 

12/14 Marlene Ramirez 

12/15 Cadence Moore 

12/16 Doris Morris 

12/16 Jon Stetson 

12/16 Cindy Lomenick 

12/17 George Daranyi 
12/17 Marie Pearthree 

12/19 Stewart Chan 

12/21 David Osollo 

12/24 Paul Little 

12/26 Joannie Wiltbank 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 

Candlelight & Carols 
Christmas Eve Services 

 

December 24th at 

5:00 & 11:00 pm 

in the Celebration Center  

 

 

 

The Church Office will close for 
the Christmas holidays beginning 

Thursday, 
 December 23rd. 

We will re-open on Monday, 
January 3rd. 

 

 



 

 
1/3 Fran Donnellan 

1/3 Ginger Dixson 

1/4 Greg Lee 

1/5 Harvey Kemp 

1/7 Marti White 

1/8 Alyce Little 

1/15 Diane Everhart 
1/15 Levonne Kelly 

1/15 Vicky Dunson 

1/16 Tom Reed 

1/17 Hank Mullis 

1/20 Sarah Leonard 

1/24 Jerrie Merrifield 

1/25 Doug Bobbitt 
1/27 Jeanette Mathias 

1/31 Jeff Hidalgo 

1/31 Ed Leigh  
 

 

 

 
Sunday, December 19th, 

3:00 - 5:00 pm 

in the Celebration Center 
 
 
  

Not everyone is full of Christmas 
cheer. Dealing with the death of a 
loved one, facing life after divorce 
or separation, coping with the loss 
of a job, living with cancer or some 
other dis-ease that puts a question 

mark over the future, and a 
number of other human situations 

make parties and celebrating 
painful for many people in our 

congregations and communities. 
 

Join us in creating a sacred space 
for people living through dark 

times, to help us reflect, accept 
where we really are, and hold out 

healing and hope. 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 



 

 

It may sound trite, but we could not keep 
going without you and your generous 
gifts. Your yearly pledges are what make 
it possible for us to keep the lights on, the 
staff paid, and most importantly fund our 
many missions that provide help to the 
community we love. 
 
Please click on the link below which will 
take you to our "A Future with Hope 2022 
Pledge Campaign" webpage. There you 
will find information about this years 
campaign, along with a pledge card that 
you can fill out and submit online. 
 
Please take a moment now to consider 
what you can give. Every little bit helps. 

  

 

Click here to give us A Future With Hope 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Word from our Pastor 
 
I heard someone the other day suggest that this 
year we are emerging from a “New BC – Before 
COVID” and into a time that will be wholly distinct 
from just two years ago. 

 

 

 

As we step into this New Age, I must admit it’s a bit fear evoking to me. Not that 
I don’t want to make the transition, but the passage, the process, the change is 
always troublesome in myriad ways. What to cling to…and what to leave 
behind? How to re-start something that we’ve lost in the interim? How to focus 
on something new without overwhelming the available energy of the 
population? How to switch from something that “we’ve always done,” to the new 
way of caring, serving, or loving that we sense in front of us? 
 

I think it’s important in this seminal moment to leave all options on the table. 
Don’t dismiss anything too quickly, but at the same time, don’t cling to 
something so tightly that it covers other possibilities in front of you. If you have 
been on a certain committee forever, maybe this is the perfect time to re- 

https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001W7tIMaMCh3EgY-V8Ergy40qqIXMcpGhjiS_TjytvTtHfWJYb47hErlTP0VwuyScQxTEuP2k-a5FJtuFdy_XN2wLPxmKG81NvuTSNyCpuYFToWDTq7jQN7_tHbEsHZfb_Zcyom_K48a0J94poKHXN2VYuFY9ecDOiTbxmJ8sULns=&c=cp7uH9aPZwhDqNe1j9lYuiE2LPLyMj2xsH68cS2r4OwPw3BmJN1ECw==&ch=bC0ZZylJaBbL4Zl1wIW0mhhu5Oybnld3mKEzu-BWdQ6JPp9_P7p0Vw==


 
 
 
imagine yourself. If the view in front of you is different from two years ago, let’s 
find ways to re-connect ourselves in new ways that speak well to your current 
perspective. Seek out people who are already working in the area where your 
heart is being led; they will find a place at the table for you. Seek for the new 
voices that will set up a new table, a new connection, a new means of loving 
and caring. 
 

Two years ago, a dynamic young pastor, J.J. Warren, spoke at St. Francis. 
During the pandemic, he has continued his future-altering work with a program 
called Young Prophet’s Collective (YPC), in which 10-12 young LGBTQ+ 
people and allies sit together to help find the voices that will speak prophetically 
in the current moment. Isn’t that a marvelous initiative? 
 

I think we need the same process. One of the ways we helped each other 
through the pandemic was through our COVID-teams which gave us 
companions on that difficult journey. Those teams might be even more 
important in determining our future. If you do not have a team of individuals 
around you and would like one, please talk to me and let’s connect you to 
others. 
 

Christmas gives us a wonderful new opportunity to re-birth both ourselves and 
the world around us. As the Christ calls us out of our isolation and back toward 
community, the opportunity is before each of us to, re-connect, revive, and re-
imagine ourselves. 
 

This next year is a New Age of being, for each of us as individuals, as well as 
for us as an organization. Please use it to rediscover both your voice and your 
action in the world around you. Then, bring your ideas and your effort to St 
Francis so that we can help you bring your vision to pass. 
Dream my friends…and St. Francis will continue to change the world. 
 
 

                                                                          Jim 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Every single day, the staff of St. Francis inspire us by their hard work. For the 
most part, we can’t see all that they do to keep St. Francis going or the daily 
challenges they face, but it’s impossible to imagine how we could get along 
without them. Due to the pandemic, we had to cut our staff and those who 
remained had to do a lot more with much less.  And even the people who 
were furloughed continue to share their talents and gifts with 
us. Fortunately, we have been able to hire two new people to help Melissa and 
Steve, but their workload is still overwhelming.  
 

Accordingly, this holiday season we would like to say “thank you” and 
show our appreciation in a tangible way. 
 

We invite you to join us in contributing personal funds for “Employee 
Appreciation” gifts at the end of the year. All members of the staff who 
worked for St. Francis in 2021 will receive gifts of cash that will hopefully allow 
a special treat this holiday season. Of course, this would be above and beyond 
your regular on-going support through pledges and offerings, so we thank you 
for considering doing more, if you are able. 
 

If you would like to contribute to the Employee Christmas Gift Fund, 
please send your check payable to Paula Van Ness, (our Finance 
Committee Chair) by December 15th. The mailing address is: 

2550 E. River Rd. #3106  
Tucson, AZ 85718  
Please do not send checks to the church or made out to them. 
 

Our committee will work closely with the Staff Parish Relations Committee to 
distribute the gifts equitably. If you have any questions or concerns, you can 
contact Paula at paula.vanness@gmail.com. 

We hope you’ll join us in saying thank you to our staff who are always there for 
us. Now it’s our chance to be there for them. 
 

Gratefully, 

Your St. Francis Finance Committee 
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To those wonderful folks who 
helped at our November Spruce 
Up Day, our most grateful 
thanks: 
 

Kay Bauman 

Tom Bossert 
Art Evans 

Doug Robson 

Harlow Sires 

Adolf Whitten 

 

 

 

During the holiday season, 
Americans produce 25% more 
trash. You can do your part this 
year to change that. 
 

• Try fabric or 
reusable boxes for 
gift wrapping; 

• Use fabric ribbon 
(satin, yarn, twine), 
then save it for 
reuse; 

• When choosing 
gifts, think local, 

 

 

 

'Tis the season…… 

to decorate Care Sacks for our 
members and friends 

living with HIV! 
 

Sat. Dec. 4th and/or 
Sat. Dec. 11th between 

9:00 am and 1:00 pm 

in the Community Center 
 

Join us as we decorate 

100 sacks to give to our 
TIHAN Care Partners 

when St. Francis hosts the 
December POZ Cafe drive-by. 

 

Contact John Wilson 
at jmwilson3557@gmail.com 

or Pat Fox at pfox12@cox.net  
to RSVP. 

 

When you come, please 
bring brown paper grocery 
sacks, old calendar photos, 
beautiful and funny magazine 
pictures — animals, birds, 
flowers, scenery, seasonal (not  

mailto:jmwilson3557@gmail.com
mailto:pfox12@cox.net


durable, and 
plastic-free. 

• Skip the mall, and 
search the farmer’s 
market. 

• Save money by 
browsing thrift 
stores for new and 
like-new gifts. 

 

Let’s establish a mindset of 
caring for all creation as we 
plan our holiday celebrations. 

 

 
sectarian or Christmas 
specific),ribbons, colorful paper, 
scissors no sparkles please. 
 

 
We will provide coffee  
and light refreshments.  

 

 

 

Advent will be the focus of the 
art classes in December 

at the Sunflower Art Studio! 
 

Art journals will be provided to 
draw, write and collage in. 

 

The cost will be $20.00 per 
class and will cover all materials 

and instructions. 
 

Sundays at 11:00 am. 
Mondays at 9:00 am. 

 

For more information, email 
Nancy at naquill@aol.com 

 

 

 

Divine Journey Yoga 

with Trish Harris 
 

All ages and abilities! 
 

Mondays, 
11:00 am to 12:15 pm 

in the Community Center 
 

Thursday morning classes 
are available too. 

 

For more information, 
contact Trish at 

trish@divinejourneyyoga.com 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Did you know Saint Francis has an Endowment, and a committee tasked with 
the responsibility to manage the funds in that endowment for the long-term and 
short-term needs of the church? 
 

Endowment Funds are created from bequests or donations to Saint Francis. 
Bequests, which are donations designated through a will, are a result of estate 
planning and enacted following an individual’s death. However, donations 
earmarked to the church’s endowment can be made at any time by anyone. 
 

Your Church Council has made the important decision that three-quarters of 
any bequest or donation not specifically designated as for the endowment goes 
into the “Legacy” Fund managed by the Endowment Committee with the other 
quarter going into the church’s general fund but earmarked for special needs. 
The legacy funds are invested by the Desert Southwest United Methodist 
Foundation (DSUMF) on behalf of Saint Francis so they can grow, further 
increasing the value of the bequest/donation. 
 

The Saint Francis Endowment is intended to be a legacy for those who 
contribute to support their church long after they are gone. 
 

Due to the recent generous bequest from the Norman Weber Trust Fund, we 
have nearly $54,000 in our legacy fund. The Endowment Fund has more than 
$59,000 with $39,313 of this being principal. Look for more details on how you 
can support your church through planned giving or donations in future Saint 
Francis Newsletter articles. For more information, email the chair of the 
Endowment Committee, Chuck Adams, at ecadams@arizona.edu. 
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by Diane Wilson 
 

It seems to me that the time of COVID- 19 is a time of exile. Exile from each 
other, our community, ourselves as we have known them. Exile means to be 
forced away from one’s home, and there is grieving at not being able to return. 
Certainly I have personally felt loss and grief in these last few years. And we 
can’t return home (whatever that might be) by the same road we came. 
 

We have experienced death as well. Some have experienced that literally. For 
others of us the loss of who we are and our easy connections with others is a 
kind of death. Where, then, is the transformation, the resurrection from the 
despair that is in the air, that sits heavy on our shoulders?   
  
This transformation can’t be imposed in an external way. That way is often 
given us as a device to improve ourselves. Some part of this has to be a choice 
that empowers us; a choice to hope; a choice to transform. We are all in it 
together, whether we think we are or not. How do we come back together in a 
way that fulfills human needs? Who have we become? Who will we become? 

Maybe the transformation I would like for myself and others is one that is 
generated from a new kind of hope. A hope that goodwill has an opportunity if 
we open the door to it. I see examples of this in the pharmacists that work to 
provide COVID 19 vaccinations while also hurrying to fill the needed 
prescriptions of others; in doctors and nurses working overtime to save the life 
of a person with COVID; in the accommodating and overworked wait staff of 
newly re-opened restaurants; in people wearing masks to protect others as well 
as themselves. 
 

These words reflect my exploring from the desert, from a place of exile, from a 
place of unknowing. My hope is that we can and will make a new and better 
home for us all. 
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