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Join Pastor Jim for a study of
Convictions . . .

After the upheaval of the last year,
we, as a national and global
community, are attempting to
rediscover exactly who we are

and what our next steps
should be.

For Progressive Christians,
Marcus Borg, in his book
Convictions, helps us to

understand much of what is most



In case you ever think that what
you deem a "small thing" might
not make a difference, please
read the letter below from TIHAN
program Manager, Deirdre
Demers.

A huge, loving thanks to Marie
Andrews, who donated the
handmade scarves not knowing
what to do with them. They meant
a lot and so do you all. Blessings!

Dear St. Francis,

My mom (who was handing
out gifts at St. Francis for
December's Poz Café) said
many of the CarePartners
who received a handmade
scarf were especially
touched. And I wanted to
include this email that we
received from a
CarePartner right after Poz
Café ended. Please share!

"I just had to take the
opportunity to tell you all
how overwhelmed I was
with the generosity showed
to me today. I am so
grateful and humbled. You
do amazing work for us all
year but this was just
above and beyond. The
hand crocheted scarf
reminds me of my
childhood when my
grandma made us beautiful
handcrafts. The surprise of
presents and gift cards was

important in that search.

Come join us as we attempt to
discover what matters most in this

discovery process.
(It won't matter if you've missed a

class or two - we have them
recorded!)

Wednesday, 10:00 am
starting January 27th.

Thursday, 3:00 pm
starting January 28th.

Zoom code:
821 559 673

Password: love

For more information, email
jwiltbank@stfrancisumc.org

Beginning Monday, February 15th
through Easter Monday, April 5th,
join Doris Morris and Sue
Gemoets for a Lenten study using
the book Pauses for Lent: 40
Words for 40 Days by Trevor
Hudson. We will meet Mondays
on Zoom from 11:00 am to noon.
 
In the book, there is a word for the
day, a short reading and a daily
practice with emphasis relating to
the word. We hope you will join us
so we can reflect together on your
experiences with the daily
practice, relating to how the Divine
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too much. This is my
Christmas as my whole
family is back east and we
haven’t been able to get
together even before this
terrible year unfurled. I
thank you from the bottom
of my heart and wish you
all a safe, happy and
healthy Holiday Season."

Thank you St. Francis!

Deirdre Demers

Late winter in Tucson is great time to
try growing your own food. New
gardeners find herbs an ideal place to
start, as they are easy care.
From your own patio pots, they are
fresher, and free of the grocery’s
plastic packaging. Pick up started
oregano and rosemary at a nursery,
or start basil from seed to enhance
any Italian dish, whether pizza or
pasta. Search University of Arizona
Cooperative Extension for their
online garden talks and other details.
Even non cooks will discover how the
flavor (and potent nutrition) from a
pinch of minced herbs will complement
your dish, whether it’s home cooked or
even canned foods.

Kate Kosse
St. Francis Green Team

is speaking to you through the
word for the day.
 
We will be placing an order for
books around February 1st.
To request a book or for other
information, please contact Sue at
suemckgem@gmail.com

Hopefully, the majority of you
saw my "Thank you" email,
expressing my gratitude for
your Christmas gifts to the
staff. It meant so much.
Here are more thank you notes
to you - our amazing
congregation - from our staff.
We love you.

To the Congregation,

I want to express my gratitude to you
all for the Christmas gift. Thank you for
your kindness and goodness. I can not
accurately put into words just how
moved I am by your support for the
whole team at the church. This year
has been rough and I didn't expect
anything this amazingly kind to end it.
It is clear that the love and the
kindness and the spirit of everyone
continues to be incredibly strong
despite our physical distance.

Again, thank you.

Sincerely from my heart,

Ian Washburn (Facilities)

https://extension.arizona.edu/home-gardening
mailto:suemckgem@gmail.com


Belated holiday best wishes from
St. Francis family member John Akuar
and his family.

For those of you who have never met
him, John is one of the Sudanese "lost
boys" who found a home at St. Francis
and inspired our congregation to help
build the School for Abul, as well as
fresh water wells.

Located in Southern Sudan, the
School for Abul had its genesis at St.
Francis. To date, classrooms have
been built for 250 children, and five
fresh water wells have been
established around the school and the
village, providing villagers with clean
water. 
 
But there is so much more that needs
to be done. Four teachers, "lost boys"
who decided to stay and make a
difference, teach the children. They do
not get paid because there is no
money to pay them with. The school
itself has no electricity or plumbing,
and school supplies are constantly
needed. 

St. Francis accepts donations for the
school which we send onto John and
the staff. To donate, click on this link -
Give to School for Abul

I just wanted to take a moment and
thank each and every one of you for
your generosity shown to myself and
all of the staff here at Saint Francis
during this past Christmas
Season. This last year has been
nothing short of challenging but the
love we all felt was absolutely
astounding.

I have felt so blessed these past 6
years to have found such a loving and
compassionate congregation. From
simple notes telling us how much we
are appreciated, a smile, a hug, a
simple candy bar, a birthday wish, a
card of Thanks, a phone call or text
and so much more, it has meant more
than you can possibly know.

Thank you from the bottom of my heart
for the largest gift of all…….You…

Much love always,

Steve (Facilities Coordinator)

I would like to thank the congregation
of St. Francis in the Foothills for your
wonderful gift this past Christmas. I
was so touched and overwhelmed by
your generosity. Even though I've
moved and am no longer in Tucson,
my spirit remains with you all.

Love,

Karen
(Former Administrative Assistant)

https://app.easytithe.com/App/Giving/sf


A Word from Our Pastor

Day One

In the poem she wrote and recited at President Joe Biden’s inauguration,
22-year-old Amanda Gorman said,
Being American is more than a pride we inherit.
It’s the past we step into and how we repair it.
 
This was so appropriate because on Day One our new President chose to
make strong statements of repair for four of the main issues of concern at
St. Francis in the Foothills: LGBTQ rights, immigration policies, racial
issues, and the environment. These matters were devastated over the past
four years, and the people affected by them were hurt physically,
emotionally, economically, and politically.  
 
But Day One gave hope that everything can change . . .
 
The Administration served notice that it will work to prevent and combat
discrimination on the basis of gender identity and sexual orientation by
ensuring that the federal government interprets Title VII of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964 as prohibiting that type of workplace prejudice, with a
focus on ensuring that federal anti-discrimination statutes include
protections for the LGBTQ community.
 
The DACA program will begin receiving applications once again from
children of undocumented immigrants, the Muslim ban will be reversed,
construction on the Border wall will be terminated immediately, and all
residents in the United States will be counted in the U.S. Census,
including those who have no legal status, all with the blessing of the



Administration.
 
Racial discrimination will be a major focus for the next few years as all
federal agencies are being directed to respond to the cries for justice
voiced in the past few months (and ignored by the previous
Administration) and deliver an action plan within 200 days to address
unequal barriers to opportunity, as well as redirecting resources to
empower and invest in communities of color and other underserved
communities.
 
And the U.S. will re-enter the Paris Agreement on Climate Change, as well
as reversing many other destructive environmental policies.
 
But that was Joe Biden’s Day One . . .
 
The more important question for each of us here at St. Francis is how will
we address these same issues? Our nation is waiting for us to join this
effort to the repair the world around us. Regulations alone will not change
the climate problems; it will take actions and effort from each of us. Our
friends and neighbors of color need us to expect racial equality in every
situation where prejudice raises its ugly head. Our voice is essential in
immigration issues because of our location on the border and the
ministries that are already expecting our best efforts.
 
And in the realm of gender identity and sexual orientation, not just our
nation, but our denomination, our United Methodist Church, will need
continuing guidance as it tries to determine the path of love in front of us
and live out the best hopes of the divine for this world.
 
Today is another Day One for us – what will you repair?

HAPPY HEART MONTHHAPPY HEART MONTH

❤️  WE CHOOSE LOVE! ❤️
 



Even during this challenging and difficult time, the Welcome team
wants to remind St. Francis to keep Choosing Love.

 
Need a Valentine’s day gift? Come to St. Francis and buy your coffee

mug and support the ministry of the Welcome Team.
 

Only $15 each,
or 2 for $25 while supplies last.

 
WHEN:   Saturday, February 6th and 13th from 9-11:00 am
WHERE: Community Center parking lot
HOW:    Bring a check made out to St. Francis or cash
 

Should you not be able to make those dates or times, please call
Nancy Stevenson @ 520-323-0318 to arrange an alternate plan.

 
 

Welcome Team leaders:
Diane Everhart

Nancy Stevenson 

Are you having a difficult time during COVID or
do you know someone who is?

Did you know we are a non-denominational group who serves
all people in our extended community?

 
 
Stephen Ministers provide emotional and spiritual support and listening care to those
dealing with a crisis or chronic situation, such as:

Loss of a loved one (death or divorce)
Hospitalization, chronic, or terminal illnesses
Loneliness or discouragement 
Spiritual crisis  
Unemployment or job crisis

 
Stephen Ministers come under the supervision and care of Stephen Ministry Leaders
and Pastor Jim who help to continue our caring education throughout our ministry.
Qualified candidates have initially received 50 hours of group education in learning to



provide confidential, emotional, and spiritual care.  
 
 

If you, or someone you know, might benefit from a Stephen Minister,
please contact Pastor Jim @ 520-299-9063 or

Joyce Leissring @ 520-404-1691.

If there is such a thing -
here's a little COVID humor!

Submitted by Wendy Kreider

Grateful thanks to those who
showed up for our January

Spruce Up Day:

Kay Bauman
Tom Bossert
Art Evans
Greg Lee
Adolf Whitten

Our next Church Spruce Up Day is
Saturday, March 20th
from 8:00 am to noon.
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